Introduction
Derivatives of 1,2,5-selenadiazolobenzene (2,1,3-benzoselenadiazole, bsd) find plenty of pharmaceutical and other industrial applications, and they have also proved to be useful synthetic intermediates. 1, 2 For example, the versatile diaminonitrophenols 1 3 (Scheme 1), 4-methoxy-3-nitro-1,2-benzenediamine 2 4 and indole-6,7-diamine 4 5 are easily obtained by reductive deselenation of the corresponding bsd and then converted into other heterocycles. 3−6 In connection to our recent synthesis of selenadiazoloindole 3 5 via the Batcho−Leimgruber (B-L) methodology, 7 we now report on our attempts to synthesize the unknown linear isomer 1,2,5-selenadiazolo [3,4- The conversion of 9 into 10 was less efficient than the recently reported 5 conversion of 4-
leading to the title [3,4-g] isomer 3. 5 Addition of column chromatography silica gel 11 in the Fe powder-reduction of (E)-5-[2-(dimethylamino)ethenyl]-4-nitro-bsd 5 did not improve the yield (50−55%) but made the work-up of 3 much more convenient; this preferable procedure is therefore described in this paper. 
a n J C-HX denotes the heteronuclear coupling (n = 1-4) between the indexed carbon and proton X.
The 77 Se-NMR chemical shifts of 3 and 6 and their precursors are shown in in toluene/glacial acetic acid 5:3 (100 mL) was cautiously heated under a nitrogen atmosphere.
The reaction mixture turned brown and viscous before the temperature reached the boiling point;
heating was discontinued. The mixture was allowed to cool to room T, diluted with ether and left stirred before being filtered first under vacuum and a second time by gravitation. The filtrate was washed successively with aqueous sodium disulfite, water, saturated sodium bicarbonate solution and brine. Drying (MgSO 4 ) and concentration gave indole 3 as a yellow solid (0.85 g, 52%). Its MS and 1 H-NMR data were in accordance to those previously reported. 5 For 13 C-NMR data see Table 1 . 
1,2,5-Selenadiazolo[3,4-e]indole (6)
.
